212                 A LITERARY MAN'S POLITICAL EXPERIENCES
Subramaniam who was a minister in the Rajaji ministry in 1954
had opposed Kamaraj at the meeting of Congress legislators to elect
a new leader. Kamaraj won. Many among the supporters of
Kamaraj hoped, with some justice, that they might get positions in
his ministry. But Kamaraj retained even C. Subramaniam, the man
who had opposed him. With the exception of Rajaji, he retained all
other ministers in the outgoing ministry. As a result, close supporters
of Kamaraj began to drift away from him by stages. Some among
them criticized him and eventually became his political enemies.
Kamaraj did not grieve over it. He never subscribed to the
view that those who had opposed him in the past or oppose him now
should be eliminated from political life. But there were instances
of those who had opposed him and who were destroyed on their
own. There were also cases of persons who came to realize their
errors.
On many an occasion C. Subramaniam tended to lose the kind of
balance befitting a party leader. Let me give an example: When
Annadurai criticized the Government of India for the Hindi words
on the commemorative stamp issued on the occasion of the Inter-
national Tamil Conference, Subramaniam, president of the Tamil
Nadu Congress committee, concurred with him. This is an example
of Subramaniam's tendency to get frightened of the crowd. In the
name of the International Tamil Conference the DMK perpetrated
its first major exercise in corruption. To instigate the linguistic
fanaticism of Tamilians, Annadurai staged his stunt. "Should there
be a place for Hindi even in a stamp issued to commemorate the
International Tamil Conference?" Annadurai asked. Belonging to a
class that had come under the spell of the "Annadurai personality,"
Subramaniam said at first: "Yes. It is wrong." He did not realize
what he was saying.
Subsequently, the minister in charge of postal services, Ram
Subhag Singh, exposed the hollowness of Annadurai's accusation.
He furnished proof to the effect that before the commemorative stamp
was issued, the original design had been seen and approved by
Annadurai himself. Annadurai did not offer any sort of apology for
his action. It is too much to expect gentlemanly behaviour from such
persons. It is a battle tactic in DMK politics to sound off boisterously
and to slink away when their contentions are exposed and they are
unable to meet the challenge. Poor Subramaniam had to regret
at leisure. I really wanted to write about all this in strong language.